
PrairieCat Quick Start Guide 

Searching is simple. Enter a Title, Author or Topic in the 
search box and press ‘enter’ or click on ‘search.’ 

Search results are ranked by relevance. 
Use the drop down menu to sort by Year, 

Title or Author. 

Click on the Title for more information—owning libraries, 
item status, table of contents, reviews, summary, etc.—

and to place a hold.  

Change the location 
by selecting a  

library from the 
drop down menu.  

After you have 
searched for your 

term, use the Refine 
facets to narrow your 

results by format,  
author, subject, target 
audience, language, 
series or publication 

year.  

The Word Cloud terms 
are suggestions that 
include associations, 
spelling variations, 

translations to other 
languages and a  

history trail of words 
you’ve clicked  

already.  

Clicking these  
suggestions will 

broaden the results list 
and help you discover 

new information.  

My Discoveries  
allows you to  

create personal 
lists. You can also 
write reviews or 

add tags to share 
with other users.  

More info on back 



Use the Previous or Next 
buttons to move to  

another record.  

Use the Return to Result List link to go 
back to your search results.  

Begin a new search at any time 
by simply entering a Title, Author 

or Topic in the search box and 
press ‘enter’ or click on ‘search.’  

Scroll down to see the full list of libraries 
that own this material and whether it is 

available.  

The icon shows you 
the type of material 
you have selected—
book, DVD, video, 
book on CD, etc.  

Click on the Place Hold 
link to have the  

material sent to you 
when it is available.  

Click on the Save or 
Tag link to add this 
material to a list or 
add a tag. You will 

need to create a My 
Discoveries account to 

do this.  
To use PrairieCat from home or office, visit 
http://catalog.prairiecat.info and select your 
home library on the Library Catalog tab, or link 
to it from the library website. .  
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After you have clicked on a specific title on the result list, 
an item detail page displays:  

If you prefer to 
hide the Word 
Cloud, you can 
do so by click-
ing on the white 
arrow at the 
top. Once the 
Word Cloud is 
hidden, you can 
click the arrow 
again to unhide 
it.  


